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TWO MINUTE TRAINING
SUBJECT:  Fluorescent Light Ballasts and PCB Annual Reporting

Q: In last week’s Two Minute Training (2MT), the customer disposed of PCB ballasts with PCBs in the
potting material as PCB Bulk Product Wastes. The customer knows that certain PCB Bulk Product
Wastes such as plastic vehicle parts, applied dried paints, non-liquid building demolition debris, etc.,
are not subject to the PCB annual report referenced in 40 CFR 761, Subpart K. Since fluorescent
ballasts containing PCBs in the potting material are regulated for disposal as PCB Bulk Product
Wastes, does this mean that these types of ballasts do not have to be reported?

A: Maybe.

A review of 40 CFR 761.62(b)(1) confirms no references to “fluorescent” or “ballasts”. However,
761.62(b)(1) allows for other PCB Bulk Product Waste to be disposed under paragraph (b) but only if
the other waste, such as these PCB ballasts, meets the leachate test under 761.62(b)(1)(i).

Also, 40 CFR 761.62(b)(2) allows for the disposal of PCB Bulk Product Waste other than those
materials meeting paragraph (b)(1) if the material, such as these PCB ballasts, are segregated from
organic liquid disposed in a municipal landfill, and the landfill leachate is collected and monitored for
PCB:s. If the conditions in (b)(1) or (b)(2) are met, these PCB ballasts can be managed under 40 CFR
761.62(b). Then under 761.62(b)(6), subparts C, "Marking or PCBs and PCB Items"; J, "General
Records and Reports"; and K, "PCB Waste Disposal Records and Records"; do not apply. Subpart J is
specific to the annual document log and annual records that contribute to PCB annual report.

Therefore, if the customer’s PCB ballast are sampled and meet the leach test (<10 ug/L of water), or if
the customer’s PCB ballasts are disposed in a municipal landfill that segregates the PCB ballasts from
organic liquids, and the landfill leachate is collected and monitored - then theses PCB ballasts are not
subject the PCB annual report of 40 CFR 761, Subpart K.

SUMMARY:

[ PCB Bulk Product Wastes disposed under 40 CFR 761.62(b) are not subject to PCB marking,
manifesting or annual reports.

E Specified PCB Bulk Product Wastes in (b)(1)(1), e.g., applied dried paints, are not subject to PCB
annual reports, etc.

I Other PCB Bulk Product Wastes in (b)(1)(ii) and (b)(2) may not be subject to PCB annual reports if
a leach test is passed or if the landfill segregates from organic liquids and collects and monitors its
leachate.

An excerpt from 40 CFR 761.62(b) is attached. If you have any questions, contact me at Paul W_Martin@rl.gov or
at (509) 376-6620.
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SUBJECT:

TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT

Fluorescent Light Ballasts and PCB Annual Reporting

40 CFR 761.62 Disposal of PCB bulk product waste

(b) Disposal in solid waste landfills.

(1) Any person may dispose of the following PCB bulk product waste in a facility permitted, licensed, or
registered by a State as a municipal or non-municipal non-hazardous waste landfill:

FROM:

(1) Plastics (such as plastic insulation from wire or cable; radio, television and computer casings; vehicle
parts; or furniture laminates); preformed or molded rubber parts and components; applied dried paints,
varnishes, waxes or other similar coatings or sealants; caulking; Galbestos; non-liquid building
demolition debris; or non-liquid PCB bulk product waste from the shredding of automobiles or household
appliances from which PCB small capacitors have been removed (shredder fluff).

(i1) Other PCB bulk product waste, sampled in accordance with the protocols set out in subpart R of this
part, that leaches PCBs at <10 pg/L of water measured using a procedure used to simulate leachate
generation.

(2) Any person may dispose of PCB bulk product waste other than those materials meeting the conditions of
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, (e.g., paper or felt gaskets contaminated by liquid PCBs in a facility that is
permitted, licensed, or registered by a State to manage municipal solid waste subject to part 258 of this chapter
or non-municipal non-hazardous waste subject to §§257.5 through 257.30 of this chapter, as applicable, if:

(1) The PCB bulk product waste is segregated from organic liquids disposed of in the landfill unit.

(i1) Leachate is collected from the landfill unit and monitored for PCBs.

(3) Any release of PCBs (including but not limited to leachate) from the landfill unit shall be cleaned up in
accordance with §761.61.

Q)

(1) Any person disposing off-site of PCB bulk product waste regulated under paragraph (b)(1) of this
section at a waste management facility not having a commercial PCB storage or disposal approval must
provide written notice to the facility a minimum of 15 days in advance of the first shipment from the
same disposal waste stream. The notice shall state that the PCB bulk product waste may include
components containing PCBs at >50 ppm based on analysis of the waste in the shipment or application of
a general knowledge of the waste stream (or similar material) which is known to contain PCBs at those
levels, and that the PCB bulk product waste is known or presumed to leach <10 pg/L PCBs.

(i1) Any person disposing off-site of PCB bulk product waste regulated under paragraph (b)(2) of this
section at a waste management facility not having a commercial PCB storage or disposal approval must
provide written notice to the facility a minimum of 15 days in advance of the first shipment from the
same disposal waste stream and with each shipment thereafter. The notice shall state that the PCB bulk
product waste may include components containing PCBs at >50 ppm based on analysis of the waste in
the shipment or application of a general knowledge of the waste stream (or similar material) which is
known to contain PCBs at those levels, and that the PCB bulk product waste is known or presumed to
leach >10 pg/L PCBs.
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TWO MINUTE TRAINING - ATTACHMENT

SUBJECT:  Fluorescent Light Ballasts and PCB Annual Reporting

(5) Any person disposing of PCB bulk product waste must maintain a written record of all sampling and analysis
of PCBs or notifications made under this paragraph for 3 years from the date of the waste's generation. The
records must be made available to EPA upon request.

(6) Requirements in subparts C, J, and K of this part do not apply to waste disposed of under paragraph (b) of this
section.

Excerpts from 40 CFR 761 Table of Contents
Subpart C. Marking of PCBS and PCB Items

§40. Marking requirements
§45. Marking formats

Subpart J. General Records and Reports

§180. Records and monitoring

§185. Certification program and retention of records by importers and persons generating PCBs in excluded
manufacturing processes

§187. Reporting importers and by persons generating PCBs in excluded manufacturing processes

§193. Maintenance of monitoring records by persons who import, manufacture, process, distribute in commerce, or
use chemicals containing inadvertently generated PCBs

Subpart K. PCB Waste Disposal Records and Reports

§202. EPA identification numbers

§205. Notification of PCB waste activity (EPA Form 7710-53)
§207. The manifest-general requirements

§208. Obtaining manifests

§209. Number of copies of a manifest

§210. Use of the manifest-Generator requirements

§211. Manifest system-Transporter requirements

§212. Transporter compliance with the manifest

§213. Use of manifest-Commercial storage and disposal facility requirements
§214. Retention of manifest records

§215. Manifest discrepancies

§216. Unmanifested waste report

§217. Exception reporting

§218. Certificate of disposal

§219. One-year exception reporting

FROM: Paul W. Martin DATE: 12/14/17 FILE: 2MT\2017\121417.rtf PG: 3

DISCLAIMER - “Two Minute Training” (“2MT”) is a peer-to-peer communication, presented to share the benefit of the author’s work experience with other professionals, who can
independently evaluate his analysis. 2MT does not necessarily reflect the opinions, conclusions or policies of the author’s past or current employers or the US Department of Energy. The
author’s employers do not take any responsibility for the accuracy of its conclusions. 2MT is not intended to be used as authoritative guidance or direction by any person or entity. Anyone
transmitting or reproducing it is prohibited from modifying its content, this disclaimer, or other text, or republishing it independent of its original source.




